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ith over 200 registrants, GFNF4kids hosted 
a hybrid 2 day Child Summit at IRSC’s 

Public Safety Training Complex. Participants 
learned the latest trends, statistics, and remedies 
for maltreated children, the Child Advocacy model, 
how to provide trauma-informed care, the latest 
drug-related issues, and much more. Keynote 
speaker Dr. Betsy Goulet, University of Illinois 
Springfield, championed the Child Advocacy Center 
model, and the power of the multidisciplinary team. 
Among many amazing and insightful presentations, 
Nova Southeastern University students of the 
Sociodrama Club, presented a sociodrama about 
Child Sexual Assault and Interventions. Staying in 
character, the students heeded audience 
suggestions on how to better interact with a sexual suggestions on how to better interact with a sexual 
assault victim embarrassed and afraid to reveal his 
secret. As always, the Sheriff’s panel was one of 
the highlights of the Summit.  We are blessed to 
have so many partners collaborating with us 
throughout the year for the benefit of children.

2022 CHILD
SUMMIT WAS
FULL OF DRAMA.
SEE WHAT YOU MISSED!

THE CIRCLE | FALL 2022                                                                                                                                                      WWW.GFNF4KIDS.ORG

• Costumes should be bright and reflective
• Kids should carry flashlights to be seen by drivers
• Wear face paint instead of mask which can obstruct vision

W

CHILD SAFETY HALLOWEEN:



Greetings,

Welcome to October. I can feel the humidity decreasing and taste the pumpkin Welcome to October. I can feel the humidity decreasing and taste the pumpkin 
spice lattes as we speak. Our thoughts and prayers are with our colleagues, 
family, friends, and all those impacted by Hurricane Ian. The Florida Network of 
Children's Advocacy Centers is coordinating fundraising efforts to assist Collier, 
Lee, Sarasota Counites CAC and those they serve. A hurricane is a traumatic 
event and trying to return to "normal" afterwards can be very difficult. We also 
know that child abuse doesn't stop just because of a natural disaster. 

October marks our second edition of The Circle which reflects our performance October marks our second edition of The Circle which reflects our performance 
data from July 1st to September 30th. Some of the highlights during that time 
period were also hosting lunches for several law enforcement agencies, 
Okeechobee, Martin, and Port Saint Lucie. The main purpose of the lunches was 
to build relationships with the CAC and the detectives who do such amazing 
work. Our annual Treasure Coast Summit returned to Indian River State College 
after a 2-year hiatus. This year’s Summit highlighted the opening of our 
Children’s Advocacy Center as well as the many partnerships Guardians For New 
Futures holds within the community. It was a humbling experience to hear from 
Betsy Goulet, one of the originators of the CAC model. She gave us words of 
wisdom and confidence that we are truly doing what is best for our children 
with the advent of the CAC. It appears that we do have a lot of work to do in 
continuing to educate the community and providing awareness of this new 
multidisciplinary team approach for child abuse investigations. But are just 
getting started!

P.S. We want to welcome everyone to kick off the Healing Garden Capital P.S. We want to welcome everyone to kick off the Healing Garden Capital 
Campaign on Saturday,  October 15th at 6:00pm at the CAC. Our goal is to raise 
$250,000 towards the infrastructure of the garden. This campaign is a great 
opportunity for the community to support child victims of abuse and help 
facilitate their healing.  Every donation to the campaign goes directly to making 
the Healing Garden a reality by next fall.

Child abuse is dark and ugly, but hope grows here!Child abuse is dark and ugly, but hope grows here!

Blessings, 

Caroline Vinyard

LETTER
FROM OUR
CHIEF
EXECUTIVE
OFFICER

Caroline Vinyard



Performance
Spotlight

138

Total number of children 
served at the CAC during 
the reporting period:

114

53
6
20

13
8
14

Total number of alleged 
offenders: 

49
45
44

Age of children at first 
contact with center:

 0-6 years

 7-12 years 

 13-18 years 

Relationship of alleged 
offender to child: 

Gender of children:

52
86

Parent 

 Stepparent

 Other Relative

 Parent's 
boyfriend/girlfriend

 Other known person

 Unknown Unknown

2
6
96
11

64
38
33
2
1
22

9

42%

30

64%

Age of alleged offenders:Types of abuse reported:

Cases accepted for 
prosecution:

Transportation services provided to 
victims and non-offending 
caregivers by the CAC:

Pre/post scores for children completing 
Sexual Abuse Treatment program being 
assessed for trauma symptoms:

Rate of  Verified Findings for 
cases referred to the MDT:

40
Referrals to mental 
health provider:

61
Children and families receiving 
victim's advocacy services at CAC:

60Medical evaluations completed at CAC: 

Disclosure rate for victims 
presenting for Forensic 
Interview:

 Under 13

 Age 13 to 17

 Age 18+

 Unknown

Sexual Abuse

Physical Abuse

Neglect

Witness to Violence

Drug Endangerment
 

OtherOther

Male

Female

THE CIRCLE | FALL 2022                                                                                                                                                      WWW.GFNF4KIDS.ORG

Reporting Period: July 1st - Sept 30th

All pending at this time 

3/3Children showed an improvement
during this time period

Data contains preliminary baseline numbers completed by the CAC



Hibiscus Children’s Center is excited 
to be partnering with the CAC as the 
lead mental health agency. Our 
mission is to maintain a safe shelter 

for children who are abused, abandoned, and 
neglected by providing prevention, early 
intervention, and advocacy in quality residential, 
assessment and recovery programs. Hibiscus 
Children’s Center is the only Florida Department of 
Health sanctioned Sexual Abuse Treatment 
Program on the Treasure Coast and Okeechobee 
County. The SATP provides specialized treatment 
services for children in the community who are 
victims of sexual abuse, as well as for their 
families. Services provided include individual 
therapy, family therapy, and crisis intervention. 

We help families recover, working to prevent 
further sexual victimization while enabling 
families to develop healthy, non-abusive 
relationships. Clinicians who are certified in the 
Sexual Abuse Treatment Program receive 
specialized annual training and are certified 
through the Florida Department of Health. Delilah 
Nine is a Licensed Mental Health Counselor and 
is the lead therapist at the CAC. Lacey Buxton is 
the Director of Outpatient Clinical Services and 
the Sexual Abuse Treatment Program Coordinator 
and is currently a member of the CAC Advisory 
Board. Hibiscus Children’s Center collaborates 
with all disciplines at the CAC in order to provide 
quality services to the children in the community.quality services to the children in the community.

SEXUAL ABUSE
TREATMENT
PROGRAM

Spotlight
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T
Lacey Buxton

Delilah Nine



t the Children’s Advocacy Center, 
we have seen success stories 
from the Multidisciplinary Team 
partnership (MDT). The MDT has 

met each month to review over 60 cases and 
provide prevention, intervention and advocate 
for each child during case reviews. Team 
building continues to develop through MDT 
collaboration gatherings. We do this by having 
monthly law enforcement luncheons, child 
protection investigation training, visits from 
community organizations, child resources as 
well as working closely with victim advocates 
and mental health providers. Crisis support no 
longer takes hours to intervene while mental 
health providers are at reach upon needing the 
intervention. The MDT is working towards 
building and establishing a positive, healthy

New Futures
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A

MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM

climate amongst professionals by respecting 
each other's unique expertise and valuing each 
other's approach. The Multidisciplinary Team 
working on child abuse cases includes: law 
enforcement, child protection, prosecution, 
victim advocacy, medical, mental health 
professionals as well as our superwomen and 
Siberian Husky, Autumn. The fight against child 
abuse is our ultimate goal and requires 
intervention from the minute a child steps 
through our doors. We stand together and are 
ready to win the fight against child abuse.
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OKEECHOBEE OFFICE
he Okeechobee Children’s Advocacy Center Satellite Office is now open. It's role is 
to coordinate the necessary services for abused children in the community to 
reduce the trauma experienced by child victims of sexual, physical abuse and 

children who have witnessed violent crimes. The Okeechobee CAC Satellite Office provides 
these services by coordinating the efforts of the multidisciplinary team approach from 
transportation to the investigation, prosecution, and treatment of child abuse cases across 
Okeechobee County. The Okeechobee Children’s Advocacy Center is also a valuable 
community resource center with coordinated efforts within Okeechobee County providing 
families with available resources such as food, shelter, mental health services, support group 
services, transportation services as well as offer personalized trainings and support groups 
like CPR/FA/AED, The Modern Grand-Family, Abuse Prevention, New Parent Survival Training 
and more at no cost to Okeechobee County residents.

T



Stay Tuned:

For less than a Starbuck’s visit you can 
improve the lives of sexually and physically 

abused children in our community.
JOIN HERE: https://bit.ly/3Pyz9b2
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It is quick and easy to sponsor a child in 
need for the Holidays by filling their 
'Wish List' or making a donation at 
www.gfnf4kids.org and GFNF4Kids
will purchase gifts on your behalf.

Make Wishes Come True

Children’s Healing Garden!

KICKOFF EVENT
OCTOBER 15TH, SATURDAY 6PM

Come learn more about the Children’s Advocacy 
Center and the launch of the Children’s Healing 
Garden which will provide opportunities for 
mental health programs and services.  The 
Garden has opportunities for individuals and 
corporations to sponsor key areas of the garden 
as well as donor brick dedications.
PURCHASE BRICK HERE:PURCHASE BRICK HERE: https://bit.ly/3P5XZ2J

8561 S. Commerce Centre Drive
Port St. Lucie, Florida. 34986

I WANT TO JOIN

PURCHASE BRICK HERE

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E358939&id=2
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E358939&id=7
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